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home State. One of South Carolina’s 
most distinguished native sons, State 
House Speaker David Wilkins, has been 
nominated by President George W. 
Bush to be the United States Ambas-
sador to Canada. 

I just spoke with David this morning, 
and let him know that while we are sad 
to lose his leadership, we are extremely 
proud of his appointment. 

Both David and I are natives of 
Greenville, SC, and graduates of 
Clemson University and have been 
friends for a long time. 

I have long admired his courage and 
determination to fight for family val-
ues and individual freedom. He also 
possesses a keen understanding of the 
need to create an economic environ-
ment that gives businesses and workers 
a chance to thrive. 

In addition to the talents David 
brings to this position, his greatest 
help will come from his lovely wife 
Susan, who represents the best of 
South Carolina. Together they have 
raised two fine sons, James and Robert. 

Speaker Wilkins is a legendary pub-
lic servant. He has served in the South 
Carolina State House of Representa-
tives since 1981 and led as Speaker for 
more than a decade. 

David is widely respected by all par-
ties for good reason, because he works 
passionately to better the lives of all 
South Carolinians. The President could 
not have chosen a better man, and he 
will represent our nation well. 

I look forward to welcoming David to 
Washington for his confirmation hear-
ings. I promised him I would work hard 
to make sure my colleagues know of 
his exceptional abilities that make him 
more than qualified for this job 

He enjoys the full confidence of the 
President of the United States, and the 
support of South Carolinians. I am sure 
he will have no problem being con-
firmed quickly, so he can begin work-
ing on behalf of all Americans. 

f 

AMEND RECA 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, this day 
is an important occasion for folks in 
my State of Montana. This afternoon, 
at 4 o’clock, the National Academy of 
Sciences will release an extensive re-
port on health effects resulting from 
nuclear bomb tests that were carried 
out at the Nevada test site in the 1950s 
and 1960s. 

For years now, Montanans and their 
loved ones have experienced the pain of 
developing various forms of cancer, 
most commonly, cancer of the thyroid, 
caused by exposure to this dangerous 
radiation. These cancers seemed to be a 
little too common among people living 
in certain areas of our State. Accord-
ing to the National Academy of 
Sciences, these innocent victims— 
mostly children and babies—who were 
living in Montana, were exposed to the 
highest dosages of radiation of any 
State in the Nation as a result ofthis 
nuclear testing; even more than Ne-
vada, where the tests were actually 

conducted. You see, the radioactive io-
dine is the part that is dangerous. It 
was blasted high up into the atmos-
phere and the wind carried it north to 
Montana where it finally settled on the 
ground, then into the water and food 
supply. 

Thyroid cancer takes around 10 to 40 
years to develop. Radiation exposure in 
the late 1950s might not manifest in 
cancer until the late 1990s. While the 
national average for thyroid cancer has 
remained steady over the past 30 years, 
the rate of reported thyroid cancer in 
Montana has increased steadily. In 
1980, Montana State had a rate of thy-
roid cancer 6.2 times the national aver-
age. In 1990, that rate had increased to 
10.8 times the national average, and in 
2000 the rate of reported thyroid cancer 
in Montana was almost 18 times the 
national average. 

The 1990 Radiation Exposure Com-
pensation Act, RECA, PL 101–426, es-
tablished the Radiation Exposure Com-
pensation Trust Fund for claims for in-
juries and death due to exposure from 
the Nevada testing. Under RECA, folks 
who were residing in parts of the 
States of Utah, Nevada, Arizona, Colo-
rado, New Mexico during certain times 
in the 1950s received a substantial 
amount of compensation from the U.S. 
Government along with an apology. 
Research now proves the State of Mon-
tana was hit the hardest by this radi-
ation; yet its victims are not eligible 
for compensation under RECA. 

Not only do these folks deserve an 
apology from the U.S. Government, but 
they deserve this compensation. As a 
cancer survivor, I cannot begin to tell 
you the mental, emotional, physical 
and financial hardship these cancer 
victims have endured—in order to serve 
the national security interests of the 
United States. 

I strongly recommend that we, as a 
Congress, apologize to these individ-
uals and amend RECA to compensate 
folks from my State of Montana as 
well as other States who have been af-
fected by this tragedy. 

f 

AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPATION IN 
IRAQ 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
have spoken here previously about the 
contribution that one of our closest al-
lies, Australia, has made to support 
our efforts in Iraq and in the ongoing 
war against terror. At a time when 
other members of the international co-
alition in Iraq are beginning to draw 
down or remove their forces from the 
region, Australia continues to do its 
part. 

In fact, over the following weeks, 
Australia will expand its commitment 
to Iraq by about 50 percent. This will 
increase the total Australian military 
personnel currently working in or 
around Iraq to 1,370. These additional 
Australian troops will provide a secure 
environment—following the with-
drawal of Dutch troops—for Japanese 
engineers who are involved in the re-

construction efforts in the Al 
Muthanna Province in southern Iraq. 
The additional troop commitment will 
also bolster the existing training of 
Iraqi forces by Australian troops— 
training which is essential to the suc-
cessful transformation of Iraq into a 
secure democracy. 

Australia has always been a great 
friend and ally of ours. It shares a tra-
dition of democracy and a dedication 
to the values of freedom and respect for 
life that we hold dear in the United 
States. Australia is, in fact, the only 
nation to have sent forces to fight 
alongside the United States in every 
major conflict during the 20th century, 
including Afghanistan, the first gulf 
war, Vietnam, Korea, and both World 
Wars. 

Sixty-eight years ago, when Ameri-
cans and Australians fought alongside 
one another at the Battle of the Coral 
Sea, during the darkest days of the 
Second World War, only 12 democracies 
survived on the face of the earth. The 
United States and Australia were 2 of 
the 12. Today, when more people vote 
for their own governments than ever 
before, and as fledgling democracies 
emerge in the Middle East and Eastern 
Europe, it is important to remember 
how precious democracy is, and to rec-
ognize and thank our allies, such as 
Australia, who have always stood be-
side us and fought in the defense of lib-
erty. 

Earlier this month, I traveled with 
Senator REID and six other Senators to 
Iraq, Israel, the Palestinian Terri-
tories, Georgia, and Ukraine. During 
that trip it was clear that the Iraqi 
elections—the bravery of the Iraqi peo-
ple in staring down intimidation and 
violence to go to the ballot box—had 
been an inspiration to that part of the 
world. But, in the short term, democ-
racy in Iraq can only take hold with 
the continued support of coalition 
troops—including those from Aus-
tralia. 

So I thank the Australian troops and 
the Australian people for the crucial 
help they continue to provide to this 
important mission in Iraq. Prime Min-
ister Howard and Foreign Minister 
Downer have shown leadership and 
courage in standing with us in this dif-
ficult time. Their support is important 
to building on the success of January’s 
elections so that Iraq may continue on 
its difficult path toward democracy. 

f 

PUBLICATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF ABUSE AT ABU GHRAIB PRIS-
ON 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, one year 
ago today, the horrific photos of de-
tainee abuse at Abu Ghraib prison 
shocked the Nation and tarnished our 
reputation as the world’s human rights 
leader. One year later, we should be 
able to assure the world that the de-
tainee abuse scandal has been inde-
pendently and comprehensively inves-
tigated and that all those involved, 
from the people who committed abuses 
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